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Welcome letter


Thank you for your interest in working for the YMCA.
Applicants may not be aware that YMCAs are Christian charities belonging to a national and international Movement.  The YMCA is over 175 years old and continues to offer support, activities, training, mentoring and opportunity to people, families and their communities to develop in mind, body and spirit.  We reflect this whole person approach in the way we recognise the value of each individual staff member and enable them to make their unique contribution to our mission.
In England, the YMCA comprises some 160 different Associations found in most cities and towns, each of which operates as a separately registered charity. These YMCAs are often working with people at times of greatest need. Worldwide, the Movement has over 30 million members in some 125 countries. 
YMCAs aim to:
· Work together with young people and local communities to inspire trust, hope and compassion.
· Build relationships and provide programmes that support people through life’s challenges.
· Develop people through training, mentoring, support, sports, recreation and adventure activities.
· Develop communities through the provision of housing, community centres, youth centres, family centres, nurseries, training and education facilities, and leisure facilities; to name a few.
· Share ideas and resources across the world as part of the global YMCA.
The YMCA values all people without prejudice; welcoming the applications from across the diverse communities we serve.  This welcome is open to all, to enjoy our YMCA activities and use our facilities.  We are also committed to ensuring that the diversity of humanity is reflected within our management, volunteers and staff teams. This inclusive welcome is fundamental to the ethos of the YMCA as a Christian organisation.  It is expressed in a wholehearted commitment to love people of all faiths and none; linked to the core Christian principle, to love as we would wish to be loved and do for others as we would have them do for us. 
To uphold the founding Christian ethos of the YMCA it is important that a few posts are filled by an active practicing Christian with a personal commitment.  If the advertisement/job details for the position for which you are applying states a need for this, the information you supply in the ‘Religious Beliefs’ section of your application will be considered in the selection process.  If this is not the case, whilst you will be expected to respect the Christian ethos and identity of the YMCA and uphold its values in your work, you are not required to complete the ‘Religious Beliefs’ section.  The values to be upheld include: giving a warm compassionate welcome to all people without discrimination offering hospitality to all; working to bring peace in relationships and communities through understanding and respect; having a patient and enduring attitude, with active kindness and wise concern for people and the community; promoting a hopeful and joyful culture, extending that to the people and places we serve; upholding standards of personal integrity, trustworthiness and dependability, being an example to inspire others.
Thank you again for your interest in working for the YMCA. We look forward to receiving your application.
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YMCA enables people to develop their full potential in mind, body and spirit. Inspired by, and faithful to,
our Christian values, we create supportive, inclusive and energising communities, where young people
can truly belong, contribute and thrive.
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